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Details




Nationality:

British





Address:
The School of Philosophy, Religion and History of Science
University of Leeds
Leeds, LS2 9JT

Email:


s.kirchin@leeds.ac.uk 


Education
University College, Oxford 

1992-1995:

BA (Hons) in Philosophy, Politics and Economics, 1st class.

Department of Philosophy, University of Sheffield
1995-1996: 

MPhil/PhD preparatory year for PhD.  Distinction.  
1996-2000:

PhD.  The Metaphysics of Ethical Values



Awarded October 2000.  No changes or corrections.





Awarded British Academy funding for 1996-1999
Career
University of Leeds, Professor of Applied Ethics:
January 2024-onwards

University of Kent, Professor:



October 2018-December 2023
Also: 
Director of Division of Arts and Humanities
December 2019-December 2021
Dean of Faculty of Humanities:

April 2014 – July 2019 (1st term)

Dean of Faculty of Humanities:

August 2019 – July 2021 (2nd term)
Acting Dean:




July 2013 – March 2014 

Sub-Dean and Faculty Director of L&T:
August 2012 – October 2013
University of Kent, Reader:



October 2013 – October 2018
University of Kent, Senior Lecturer:


October 2008 – October 2013
University of Kent, Lecturer: 



September 2003 - September 2008
University of Bristol, Lecturer: 


January 2000 - August 2003
University of Leeds – Director of IDEA

I started as Director of IDEA, the Ethics Centre (Inter-Disciplinary Ethics Applied) in January 2024.  IDEA started in 2005 as Centre for Education, Teaching and Learning.  It currently:

· delivers partnership teaching to approximately 17 different subject areas across the University of Leeds, chiefly to different subject areas within Leeds Business School, Medicine, Dentistry, and Engineering and Physical Sciences (inc. Computing, Maths, etc.)
· carries out research in applied ethics and applied philosophy

· carries out impact and public engagement, and

· carries out consultancy and training with various non-academic organisations and within certain sectors.

My main duties as Director:

· responsibility for all aspects of IDEA’s work, as detailed above

· line-manager of 20 academic staff and one member of professional services, and

· one of three Deputy Heads of School for the School of Philosophy, Religion and History of Science (PRHS), which has approximately 70 members of Faculty and 6 professional services staff.

When appointed I was charged with managing the current operation as well as:

· increasing the profile of IDEA in academic circles 

· increasing and deepening its public engagement and impact work, and

· supporting its consultancy work to have a wider and more profitable reach.

Plans, Activities and Achievements to Date

In a short space of time: 

· we have won and delivered consultancy work with The Law Society (two projects of c. 90k and c. 120k) to provide ethics training and professional advice for lawyers
· two new academic posts approved based on our financial plans

· two new PhD scholarships approved – the first in four years
· I have set up a White Rose Practical Philosophy Network comprising all the applied ethicists, moral and political philosophers, and aestheticians at Leeds, Sheffield and York

Summary of plans and activity since January 2024:

· large plan developed in relation to aims above, including: 

· media training organised and delivered for all IDEA staff during 2024 to help develop capacity for public engagement

· work to raise profile of IDEA’s work with and using the University Media Relations Team and Corporate Communications
· use of IDEA Centre building for more academic and professional workshops

· development of more short courses for professionals

· plans created to celebrate IDEA’s 20th anniversary in 2025-26 
· nascent plans to have secondments: IDEA to non-academic sectors and organisations, and vice versa

· workload changed to create more time and space for research, impact and public engagement

University of Kent – Leadership and Service
The University of Kent went through a university-wide restructure during 2019-21.  During 2019-2020 I was both Director of Division, helping to create both my new Division and the general University structure, and Dean of Humanities, helping to dissolve the existing Faculty structure. 
Director of Division: General Responsibilities
· Member of the 14 person Executive Group (EG) of the University.  Overall, collective responsibility for all aspects of the University: financial sustainability, statutory compliance, academic flourishing.  Formation of University Plans, Aims and Objectives, and strategies to deliver them.  

· Leadership and overall management of teaching, graduate supervision, student admissions and recruitment, research, impact, public engagement (etc.) within the Division, and development of strategy in relation to these.  Day-to-day responsibilities and strategy formation delegated to other Divisional officers and Heads of School.

· Line manager for 20 people in the Divisional Senior Management Team; overall responsibility for all academic staff in the Division; in overall charge of academic appointments, promotions and probation, chairing Division promotions committee and serving on the Univ. promotions committee.
· Represented Division internally and externally in a wide variety of settings and meetings, with internal and external partners, University Council, organisations, alumni, and individuals.

· Formation and delivery of the annual Divisional Plans.

· Direct budgetary management of the Divisions and its Schools. 
· Line-management of Divisional Director of Operations who is in charge of all Divisional Professional Services.

· To act as a conduit between, and adviser to, other members of Executive Group, Professional Service Departments and Divisional colleagues.

· Appeals, grievances, complaints, degree sign-offs, various formal letters, degree congregations, hosting of Divisional and University events, and other such work.  

Significant Projects to date in both roles (selection)
· During 2020 and 2021 we had to work through the global pandemic and its implications.  In the Division we had to reinvent teaching and assessment near-overnight in order to ensure student progression and completion, and to keep all staff and students safe.  I was part of a wider group in the University that had to assess and react to the whole situation drawing together all parts of the University’s operation: student support, finances, estates, commercial services, HR, etc.    
· As someone bridging between the old structure and the new, I led some of the operational work in creating the new structures, from Faculty to Division.   

· One of two people who helped create a new Institute for Cultural and Creative Industries.  A senior creative professional and I laid the groundwork both inside and outside the university to create ICCI during 2017-2019.  A large amount of work went in to motivating the idea as a key new unit for the university and the wider region, delivering a significant amount of work in research, innovation, public engagement and education.  A Director of ICCI and a team of role-holders are now in post, delivering research and innovation workstreams with new education courses forthcoming.  Kent was part of the successful DCMS project for ‘Creative Estuary’ (£4m) and signed a MOU with Arts Council England during my time.   

· Programme Approval and Curriculum Development: university-wide (2016-2018).  I was Project Lead for a huge project that (a) investigated and revised our system of programme and module approval; (b) looked at our entire UG and PGT portfolio, to reduce our numbers of programmes and modules (about 25% reduction) whilst protecting academic subjects; (c) looked at policies and processes to enable us to review and refresh our portfolio annually; and (d) looked at many other matters, e.g. CMA-compliance, timetable formation.  The work involved a large amount of focus groups, School meetings and townhall gatherings across the entire institution, plus significant desk work.

· Lead for workforce profile reform (Spring 2018).  Executive Group decided to tackle the issue of precarious staff (i.e. hourly paid lecturers and others).  Four Schools were chosen to be in the pilot during 2017-18, which I led, chairing collective consultation with unions and staff representatives and providing leadership to the School Heads.  We delivered the changes, with new staff in post with new contracts ready for September 2018.
Other (selection)
· I helped to lead on our REF2021 submission across 8 UoAs.  (I also led the Faculty in the final stages of its REF2014 submission.)  I was a core member of the University’s REF2021 Steering Group which had leadership and oversight of all our preparations.  I commented extensively on many subject areas, including some from outside the arts and humanities.   

· I chaired the Steering Group for the University’s Office for Scholarly Communication (2016-2020).  OSC was set up in 2016, as a co-funded office between Research Services and the Library.  It co-ordinates all activity regarding reaching and developing audiences for our academics’ work, advising about and analysing metrics, advising about social media, etc.      

· I was Deputy Chair of the Athena SWAN University committee (2016-2021; Acting Chair all of 2021).  The university won an institutional Silver award in April 2021 at the first attempt (and delivered a renewed institutional Bronze award previously).  It led and supported a programme of work for School applications.

· I was Chair of the Local Cultural Education Partnership for East Kent (2016-2018), a group that acts as the interface between arts and cultural organisations, and other institutions and people such as schools, Universities, Kent County Council, District Councils, young offender organisations, family representative groups, libraries, etc.

· I was Kent’s Academic Lead for CHASE, the successful BGP2 £17M AHRC Doctoral Training Programme of which Kent is a part (2013-2015; Kent’s Deputy Lead, 2015-2020).  CHASE was successful in securing its second tranche of funding (2019-2024).

· I chaired a Senate Effectiveness Review (2018-20).  Amongst other matters we introduced a new Senate Agenda Setting Group, reviewed and revised ToRs and memberships for Senate and its Boards, and introduced a green paper/white paper system.   

· I co-chaired the University-Canterbury Cathedral steering committee for joint working (2013-2021).

Other roles and work (selection)
· Faculty of Humanities Director of Learning & Teaching and sub-Dean (August 2012-October 2013).  Responsible for quality and monitoring of UG teaching in Faculty; all UG teaching strategy, policies and procedures; module and programme approval; Univ. L&T Board; overview of matters such as plagiarism, examinations, NSS; deputising for Dean.  

· Kent Peer Review Group (October 2011-present); Reviewer for many University draft applications to AHRC, Leverhulme, British Academy. 

· School Director of Learning and Teaching (August 2007-September 2010)

9 subject Departments, approximately 1,500 students, 80+ degree programmes.  

Responsible for all quality and monitoring of teaching across the School; all teaching policies and procedures; plagiarism and discipline; training of part-time teachers; etc.  

Approx. 25 hours a week, both during term and outside.
· Creator and manager of new School Work Allocation Model (January-December 2012)

· Various roles within the Dept. of Philosophy (Chief Examiner, Admissions officer, Chair of staff-student liaison committee).   I was Philosophy Course Lead for all of 2023. 
Research Areas
AOS: Metaethics, Normative Ethics


AOC: Aesthetics, Epistemology, Political Philosophy, Medical Ethics
Publications
Monograph
· Thick Evaluation (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2017).

A 100,000 word monograph arguing for an original and provocative account of thick and thin concepts and evaluation.  This was the first open access UK OUP philosophy monograph. 
Book

· Metaethics (Basingstoke: Palgrave–Macmillan, 2012), pp. 206. 

An 85,000 word graduate and upper-level undergraduate argumentative guide to metaethics. 
Edited Collections
· Arguing about Metaethics (ed.) with Andrew Fisher (London: Routledge, 2006), pp. 640. 
32 previously published pieces in 11 sections, with 50,000 words of introductory material. 
· A World Without Values: Essays on John Mackie’s Moral Error Theory (ed.) with Richard Joyce (Dordrecht: Springer, 2010), pp. 238. 
13 papers plus an introduction celebrating the 30th anniversary of J. L. Mackie’s Ethics; includes my co-written ‘Introduction’ and my ‘A Tension in...”.  Other contributors: John Burgess, David Copp, Dan Demetriou and Graham Oddie, Jamie Dreier, Richard Garner, Richard Joyce, Don Loeb, David Phillips, Charles Pigden, Walter Sinnott-Armstrong, Michael Smith, Caroline West.  
· Thick Concepts (ed.) (Oxford: OUP, Mind Association Series, 2013), pp. 256.
A collection based on my conference of the same name in July 2009.  Includes an introduction and paper by myself.  Other contributors: Simon Blackburn, Tim Chappell, Jonathan Dancy, Matti Eklund, Edward Harcourt and Alan Thomas, Debbie Roberts, Michael Smith, Valerie Tiberius, Pekka Väyrynen, Eric Wiland, and Nick Zangwill.
· Reading Parfit: On What Matters (ed.) (London: Routledge, 2017), pp. 239.
A collection on vols. 1 and 2 of Derek Parfit’s OWM (OUP, 2011).  Includes an introduction and paper by myself.  Contributors: David Copp, Janice Dowell and David Sobel, Julia Driver, Julia Markovits, David McNaughton and Piers Rawling, Doug Portmore, Kieran Setiya, Philip Stratton-Lake, and myself.  With ‘Responses’ by Derek Parfit (of around 13,000 words).
· The Future of Normativity (Oxford: OUP, Mind Association Series, April 2025), pp. 369.

A volume based on the 2018 conference of the same name.  Substantial introduction and paper by myself, plus contributions from: Julien Dutant and Clayton Littlejohn, Steve Finlay, Ulrike Heuer, Alison Hills, Alex King, Errol Lord, Tristram McPherson and David Plunkett, C. Thi Nguyen and Michael Ridge, Hille Paakkuainen, Debbie Roberts, Michael Smith, and Daniel Whiting.

Planned Monographs (2025-2030)

· Comedy and Free Speech (writing first draft in 2025, planned for Routledge Focus)

A 45,000 word ‘minigraph’ outlining (i) why and how professional comedy is of interest to philosophical debates about free speech and (ii) discussing various features: the role of the professional comedian, the nature of audiences, etc.  Argues for a very liberal account of comedians’ performance speech.  

· The Ethics of Imitation (planning and draft stage)

A study arguing for a nuanced liberal model of cultural experimentation.  I am interested in the very idea of imitation and a family of notions (copying, aping, appropriating, etc.) that occur in many arenas, such as activities that require intellectual copyright, cultural appropriation, and gender, class and race impersonation.  What are the moral and legal norms that should apply?  When is imitation permissible or impermissible and why?  Do ‘ownership’ or ‘stewardship’ make sense in cases of appropriation?
· The Fundamentals of Normativity (planning and draft stage)

An extended essay with several provocative claims.  Two example claims.  (i) In opposition to others I argue there is no single fundamental normative notion (reason, value, ought, etc.). The main normative notions are as fundamental as each other.  (ii) I argue that it is not obvious that we should simply assume a strict, sharp unbridgeable division between the normative and the nonnormative; several reasons count against this.  I use these and other ideas both to summarize recent work and to reflect on what normativity itself is.
Planned Edited Collections

· Philosopher Deans co-edited with Dale Miller – planning stage

A volume of provocative pieces where philosophers who hold or have recently held university leadership roles reflect on what it means to be a philosopher in such a role.  Contributions from myself and Dale Miller, plus: Samantha Brennan, Ann Cudd, Lou Matz, Stephen Mumford, Richard Pettigrew, Lisa Shapiro, Lori Underwood, and Heather Widdows.  

Special Journal Supplements
· Philosophy and Comedy - special issue of Philosophy (Cambridge: CUP, January 2025)

A volume coming out of a RIP-sponsored public-facing event on philosophy and comedy in Kent in May 2023.  6 papers by philosophers (Julian Baggini, Piers Benn, Julian Dodd, Emily McTernan, Lucy O’Brien, Rebecca Roache) paired with structured discussions about them between me, the author and one or two comedians.  Material to be delivered by December 2023.  6,000 word Introduction by me.
Published Papers
· ‘Introduction: Normativity’s Present and Future’, in The Future… pp. 1-34. (18,000 words)
· ‘The Normativity of Fit’, in The Future… pp. 159-186. (14,000 words)
· ‘Introduction: Philosophy of Comedy’ (for Philosophy supplement; 3,500 words), pp. 1-8.
· (with Helen Beebee) ‘Philosophy: (Many) Threats and (Some) Opportunities’, Journal of the British Academy, Vol. 13.1. Online April 2025. (4,000 words)
· ‘Understanding and Tackling the Reproducibility Crisis: why we Need to Study Scientists’ Trust in Data’, Pharmacological Research, with Michael Calnan, Martin Michaelis (lead), David Roberts, Mark Wass (2,000 words).  Online 21st December 2023.
· ‘The Inspiring and the Purple, the Worthy and the Dull’, Journal of Value Inquiry (special ed. on Sophie-Grace Chappell’s Epiphanies (OUP)) (6,000 words), 2023 vol. 57, pp. 173-184.
· ‘Heritage Tourism after Conflict: Starting Philosophical Thoughts’ (with Penelope Bernard), Heritage in War: Ethical Issues (eds. William Bulow, Helen Frowe, Derek Matravers, and Joshua Lewis Thomas) (Oxford: OUP, 2023) (9,000 words), pp. 174-194.
· ‘Introduction’, in Reading Parfit pp. 1-9. (4,500 words)
· ‘Reflections from Wolf and Wood: Incommensurability, Guidance, and the ‘Smoothing Over’ of Ethical Life’, in Reading Parfit, pp. 10-27.  (10,000 words)
·  ‘Self-evidence, Theory and Anti-theory’ in Intuition, Theory, and Anti-theory in Ethics (ed.) Sophie-Grace Chappell (Oxford: OUP, 2015), pp. 167-185.  (9,000 words)
· ‘Evaluation, Normativity, and Grounding’, Proceedings of the Aristotelian Society, Supplementary Volume (2013), pp. 179-198. (8,000 words) 
· ‘Introduction: Thin and Thick Concepts’ in my Thick Concepts, pp. 1-19. (10,000 words)
· ‘Thick Concepts and Thick Descriptions’ in my Thick Concepts, 60-77. (10,000 words)
· ‘The Shapelessness Hypothesis’ Philosophers’ Imprint, vol. 10, no. 4, May 2010, pp. 1-28. (21,000 words)
· ‘Introduction’ (with Richard Joyce), in A World Without Values..., pp. ix-xxiv. (9,000 words)
· ‘A Tension in the Moral Error Theory’, in A World Without Values..., pp. 167-182. (8,000 words)
· ‘Moral Particularism: An Introduction’, Journal of Moral Philosophy April 2007, vol. 4, no. 1, pp. 8-15. (3,500 words)  (Special edition; see “Conference Organisation” below.)
· ‘Particularism and Default Valency’, Journal of Moral Philosophy, April 2007, vol. 4, no. 1, pp. 16-32. (9,000 words)  (Special edition; see “Conference Organisation” below.)
· ‘What is Intuitionism and Why be an Intuitionist?’, Social Theory and Practice vol 31. no 4, October 2005, pp. 581-606. (13,000 words)
· ‘Research Ethics Committees: Differences and Moral Judgement’, Bioethics, vol. 18, September 2004, pp. 408-427. (With Sarah Edwards and Richard Ashcroft.) (8,500 words)
· ‘Altruism, Paternalism and RECs’ Journal of Medical Ethics vol. 30, February 2004, pp. 88-91.  (With Sarah Edwards and Richard Huxtable.) (4,000 words)
· ‘Ethical Phenomenology and Metaethics’ Ethical Theory and Moral Practice, vol. 6, no. 3, September 2003, pp. 241-264. (9,000 words) 
· ‘Particularism, Generalism and the Counting Argument’ European Journal of Philosophy, vol. 11, no. 1, April 2003 pp. 54-71. (9,000 words) 
· ‘Rationing, Randomising and Researching in Health Care Ethics’ Journal of Medical Ethics 2002, vol. 28, pp. 20-23. (With Sarah Edwards.) (4,000 words) 
· ‘Quasi-Realism, Sensibility Theory and Ethical Relativism’ Inquiry vol. 43, No. 4, December 2000 pp. 413-428. (7,500 words.) 
Forthcoming Papers and those in Preparation
· ‘Is Drag Morally Objectionable?’ (9,000 words)  
· ‘Between Rocks and Hard Places’, in Philosopher Deans (eds.) Dale Miller and Simon Kirchin (Routledge).

· ‘Deontology and Particularism’, for The Oxford Handbook of Deontology, (ed.) J. Piers Rawling (commissioned).
Book Reviews and Critical Discussions 


· Reasons First by Mark Schroeder, Philosophical Quarterly forthcoming (extended critical discussion of 5,000 words)
· Football: the Philosophy behind the Game by Stephen Mumford, Philosophical Quarterly 2020, vol. 70, pp. 645-647.
· Contextuality in Practical Reason by A. W. Price, Philosophy 2009, vol. 84, pp. 295-299.

· The Normative Web by Terence Cuneo, Analysis Reviews January 2009, vol. 69, pp. 189-190.
· Beyond Moral Judgment by Alice Crary, Notre Dame Philosophical Reviews, posted Jan. 2008.
· Ethics and the A Priori by Michael Smith, Notre Dame Philosophical Reviews, posted Apr. 2005.
· Forms of Justice: Essays for David Miller, (eds.) Bell and de-Shalit, in Philosophical Quarterly, January 2005, vol. 55 no. 218, pp. 147-149.

· Natural Goodness, by Philippa Foot, in Philosophical Books, April 2003, vol. 44, pp. 179-181.
Encyclopaedia Entries

· ‘Philippa Foot’, Encyclopaedia of Twentieth Century British Philosophers (Thoemmes, 2005) 

· ‘Particularism’, International Encyclopedia of the Social Sciences (Macmillan, 2nd ed., 2007)

· ‘Thick and Thin Concepts’ (4,000 words) for Blackwell’s International Encyclopedia of Ethics 

· ‘J. L. Mackie’ (3,000 words) for Blackwell’s International Encyclopedia of Ethics 
Selected Talks and Presentations
Conference and Workshop Talks  


Invited and Keynote
· ‘Evaluation and Prescription: Aesthetics and Ethics’
Thick Aesthetic Concepts, Heidelberg University, October 2018 
· ‘Aesthetic Prescriptions and Moral Prescriptions’ 
British Society for Ethical Theory, annual conference, Cardiff University, July 2016
· ‘Williams, the Local and the General’ (debate with Eric Wiland)
30 years of Ethics and the Limits of Philosophy, University of Oxford, July 2015
· ‘Thick Concepts, Evaluation and the Fact/Value Distinction’
The Fact/Value Distinction, University of Kent, January 2015
· ‘Thick Evaluation’
Thick Concepts, PhD and postdoc masterclass on my work, Univ. of Zurich, Sept. 2014

· ‘Concepts and Action-Guidance: Aesthetics, Ethics, Epistemology’

Aesthetics and Metaethics, University of Cambridge, August 2014
· ‘Particularism and Thick Concepts’

Practical Reasons for Particularism Workshop, University of Duisberg-Essen, June 2013
· ‘Evaluation, Normativity, and Grounding’ (debate with Pekka Väyrynen)

Joint Session of The Aristotelian Society and Mind Assoc., University of Exeter, July 2013
· ‘Determinables, Determinates, and Thick Concepts’

Value Concepts, University of Leeds, March 2010 


· ‘Two Perspectives about Ethics: Error and Success’

Perspectives on Ethics, Open University, October 2009
· ‘Normative Ethical Theories as True and Useful’ 
Moral Theory and Practicality, Lund University, September 2008
· ‘Against Reductivism: Keeping the Thick Thick’ 
Metaethics Workshop, University of St. Andrews, May 2007   
Submitted and Chosen
· ‘The Concept-Conception Distinction’, with Steve Pethick
Joint Session, open sessions, University of Oxford, July 2018
· ‘On the Appraisive Nature of Essentially Contested Concepts’, with Steve Pethick
Essentially Contested Concepts, University of Edinburgh, December 2016

· ‘Conceptual Disagreement and the Epistemology of Disagreement’, with Steve Pethick
Disagreement, Humboldt, Berlin, June 2015 [one of 16 papers chosen from over 70]
· ‘In Defence of Default Valency’ 

Particularism, Slovenia (annual Bled conference), June 2005 
· ‘Particularism and Default Valency’ 
Moral Particularism, University of Kent, December 2004 
· ‘Reasons and Reduction’ 
Space of Reasons University of Cape Town, July 2004 
Selected Department Seminars 
2025:

Liverpool, Sheffield

2024: 

Leeds, Lund, York

2023:

Leeds

2022: 

Glasgow

2018:

Sussex

2015:

Reading, UCDublin, UEA


2014:

Birkbeck, Southampton


2013:

Stockholm, Duisberg-Essen, Glasgow


2009: 

Hertfordshire



2005-2008: 
Cork, Glasgow, Leeds, Nottingham, Oxford, Sheffield, Southampton 


2004-1999:
Bristol, Cardiff, Heythrop, Keele, Kent, Reading, Sheffield 



Research and Conference Grants
Selection
· White Rose Practical Philosophy Network




£4,000
White Rose funding for events in Leeds, Sheffield, York

· Royal Institute of Philosophy, public-facing Conference Grant

£5,500
‘Philosophy and Comedy’
· British Society for Aesthetics, Conference Grant



£3,700
‘Philosophy and Comedy’, follow on to Oct. 2019.
· British Society for Aesthetics, Synergy Conference Grant


£12,000
“Aesthetics and Comedy”, October 2019
· Mind Association Research Fellowship, January-April 2011

£8,500

To work on “Metaethics and Everyday Experience”
· AHRC research leave award January-April 2007: 



£18,261

To work on a series of papers on “Thick Concepts” 
AH/E50339x/1
· Mind Association Large Conf. Grant (‘Future of Normativity’), 2017
£2500
· British Society for Aesthetics Conference Grant 2014 


£5,000
· Institute of Philosophy Conference Grant 2014



£2,000
· Five British Academy conference grants for BSET:


£900 -£1,800 each
· Mind Association Large Conference Grant (‘Thick Concepts’), 2009:
£2,500
Associated Research Activities
Journal and Series Editing

· Guest Editor

Philosophy

Special Issue on Philosophy of Comedy (as above), January 2025, CUP

· Associate Editor (one of three)
Ethical Theory and Moral Practice, October 2005 – April 2013. 
Also, co-editor of a special issue on ‘Moral Skepticism: 30 years of Inventing Right and Wrong’ Nov. 2007, vol 10, no. 5.  Expanded as A World Without Values above.
· Series Editor (with Thom Brooks, Durham) 
Bloomsbury Ethics, Spring 2009 - 2019
Twelve books published.

· Member of Review Board
Blackwell International Encyclopedia of Ethics, Spring 2009-October 2011
Editor-in-Chief, Hugh LaFollette

· Guest Editor
Ethical Theory and Moral Practice 
August 2005, vol. 8 no. 4, pp. 329-476. Papers from BSET 2004 (see “Conference Organisation”)
· Guest Editor
Journal of Moral Philosophy 
April 2007; special edition on “Moral Particularism” (see “Conference Organisation”).
Refereeing and Reviewing Duties, past few years
Member of AHRC Strategic Review Group:

July 2013 – Dec 2015; Jan 2020-present
Member of AHRC Peer Review College:

Sept 2006 – Dec 2015; Jan 2020-present 

Grant Panels:
AHRC Member of Main Panel for History, Belief and Thought, various panels between 2009-2012 

Research Grants Council, Hong Kong, 2012
Books:
Reviewer of various proposals and full manuscripts: OUP, CUP, Routledge, Palgrave-Macmillan, Polity.  
Journals:
About 20 articles referees across the past five years.  Many requests turned down recently because of pressure of work.
Conference and Workshop Organisation
2025:
The Future of Practical Ethics. Sept.  Leeds. Supported by the Society of Applied Philosophy. Major international conference with many open sessions. Keynotes: Clare Chambers, Helen Frowe, Elselijn Kingma.

2023: 
Philosophy and Comedy.  May.  Kent.  Supported by Royal Institute of Philosophy.  Public event with philosophers (e.g. Julian Dodd, Lucy O’Brien, Rebecca Roache) and comedians (e.g. Robin Ince, Rosie Wilby, and Steve Bell) exploring various topics.  Follows on from BSA invite-only workshop in July 2022.

2020: 
Joint Session of Aristotelian Society and Mind Association / British Society of Philosophy of Science, annual conference / British Society for Ethical Theory, annual conference.  Three of the biggest UK-based international conferences.  Online: c. 900 delegates at highest point.  July. Kent.  Applicant and local co-organiser.
2019:
Philosophy and Comedy – British Society for Aesthetics Synergy conference.  October.  A mix of philosophers (e.g. Noel Carroll, Luvell Anderson, Lucy O’Brien, Rebecca Roache, Julian Baggini) and comedians (e.g. Robin Ince, Andy White, Rosie Wilby).  

2018: 
Maths and Morals.  January.  Kent.  Supported by Mind Association.  Speakers: David Corfield, Michael Gill, Debbie Roberts, Jack Woods.

2018: 
The Future of Normativity.  June.  Kent. Supported by Mind Association, Aristotelian Society and Analysis Trust.  Keynotes: Alison Hills, Clayton Littlejohn, Errol Lord, Peter Railton, Mike Ridge, Paulina Sliwa, Michael Smith.
2015: 
Aesthetics, Normativity and Reasons.  June.  Kent.  Supported by BSA and KIASH 
(With Paloma Atencia-Linares and Hans Maes.)  Keynotes: Maria Alvarez, Carla Bagnoli, Sophie-Grace Chappell, John Hyman, Aaron Ridley, Elisabeth Schellekens, Michael Smith.
2015: 
Normativity: New Directions. February. Institute of Philosophy, London.  

Speakers: Sophie-Grace Chappell, Louise Hanson, Jenny Saul, Pauline Sliwa, John Skorupski, Pekka Vayrynen, Jonathan Way, and Jon Webber.

2014:  
Inaugural SoNG Conference. March. Kent. Co-organised with Kristoffer Ahlstrom-Vij.  Speaker: Sharon Street, plus others.


2014:  
Reasons, Agency and Normativity. June. Kent. Co-organised with Kristoffer Ahlstrom-Vij. Speakers: Julia Driver, Ulrike Heuer, and David Owens.

2012:
Practical Reasoning. June. Kent. Speakers: Michael Smith, Daniel Star, Jonathan Way.

2011:
Knowing what to do. April. Kent. Co-organised with Joel Rickard.  Supported by The Aristotelian Society, The Mind Association, The Analysis Trust and University of Kent.  Keynote speakers: Chappell, Goldie, Hooker, Lenman, Price, Roeser.
2009:
Thick Concepts. July. Kent. Supported by The Mind Association and Analysis Trust.
Keynote speakers: Dancy, Elstein, Gibbard, Harcourt, Hookway, M. Smith, Vayrynen, Zangwill, Kent faculty, and a number of open sessions. 
2008:
10th Anniversary of Ethical Theory and Moral Practice.  Amsterdam. March.  Committee.  
2007:
Kendall Walton on the Aesthetics of Photography and Film Kent. November. Committee.   
2004:

Moral Particularism Kent, December, one-day workshop, co-organised with Alan Thomas, (40 delegates).  Supported by The Analysis Trust and University of Kent.  Speakers: Roger Crisp, Jonathan Dancy, Michael Ridge and Kent faculty.

2004:
Joint Session of the Aristotelian Society and Mind Association, British Society for Philosophy of Science annual conf., and British Society for Ethical Theory annual conference Kent, July (400 delegates in total).  Local organiser.  
Public Engagement: Podcasts 
I have always been committed to supporting public engagement of philosophy.  As Dean I created new posts to further our Faculty work and I created a new funding stream for this activity.

Since stepping down as Director of Division I have created, launched and maintained two podcasts.  Both will have new series and episodes during Spring 2023.

Philosophy Takes on the News

· https://stkirchin.podbean.com/
· A weekly discussion show where 2-3 philosophers and I tackle 2-3 topics and discuss the philosophy behind the headlines.

· Featuring: Julian Baggini, Piers Benn, Vittorio Bufacchi, Sophie-Grace Chappell, Helen Frowe, Michael Hauskeller, Gerald Lang, Fiona Macpherson, Lucy O’Brien Martin O’Neill, Aaron Wendland and many more.

· 15 shows in Season 1 (February-June 2022)

· c. 5000 downloads across a range of countries (notably UK, US, Europe, India, Middle East)

· c. 20 hours of content
· Season 2 (September-December 2022) 
· Specials on mid-term US elections and FIFA 2022 Men’s World Cup  
· Overall podcast c. 11,000 downloads at time of writing

Philosophy Gets Schooled

· https://philosophy-gets-schooled.podbean.com/
· A discussion show on a range of philosophy topics that are part of the A Level (AQA, Edexcel, OCR), IB and Scottish Highers specifications.   

· Typically 2-3 school teachers and/or university philosophers talk through and explain the topics with me.

· I also record short summary episodes.

· Season 1: Moral Philosophy.  Published May to July 2022.  Topics include utilitarianism, deontology, virtue ethics, various topics in applied ethics (war and peace, animal ethics, business ethics, abortion and euthanasia).

· c. 35 episodes

· c. 40 hours of content

· Topics in Epistemology and Philosophy of Religion recorded and published Autumn 2022 to Spring 2023.  Topics in Philosophy of Mind, plus Descartes, Hume and Mill (Scottish Highers), and ‘philosophers and topics not on the spec.’ to come.

· At time of writing c. 35,000 downloads and set to grow as more teachers and students discover the podcast.

Undergraduate Teaching 
· Prize
Kent Faculty of Humanities Teaching Prize:  
February 2010 (£2,500)

· Leeds
Most of IDEA’s teaching consists of one-off events for other subject areas.  Since January 2024 I have taught (e.g.) concepts of risk to mechanical engineers, research ethics within various subject areas, ethics of psychiatry to MA students, and leadership ethics to MBA students.
· Kent Modules (selection)
Introduction to Ethics (Stage 1)

Self and Society (Stage 1)

Aesthetics (Stage 2)

Contemporary Epistemology (Stage 2)

Descartes to Kant (Stage 2)

Ethics: Normative and Practical (Stage 2)

Plato and Aristotle (Stage 2)
Metaphysics, Truth and Relativism (Stage 3)

Philosophical Texts 2: On What Matters (Stage 3)

Metaethics (Stage 3)

Philosophy, Politics, Economics (Stage 3)
Supervision of various UG dissertations.
· New Kent Modules Designed (selection)

Metaphysics, Truth and Relativism
Metaethics


Ethics: Normative and Practical
Reading and Writing Analytic Philosophy

Philosophical Texts 1
Philosophical Texts 2
Kierkegaard and Nietzsche and Schopenhauer: three modules, each pairing two thinkers.
· Quality Assurance, External Examining and Consultation
External Examiner:
University of London (January 2012-July 2015)


International BA, Philosophy (Birkbeck was the lead College)

University of Birmingham (September 2008–August 2011)

External Consultant:
Open University (February 2012-December 2014) 

New 60 credit 3rd year module.  Reviewer of all six books of materials (approx. 250,000 words), and structure and delivery of the module.
Quality Assurance:
Estonia (May 2015, one week visit)

Part of eight person QA panel visiting and assessing Humanities provision at the Universities of Tallinn and Tartu, Estonian HEQA. 
PGT Teaching and PhD Students
Kent MA Seminars and Supervision

 

Seminars:

Various: e.g. metaethics, normative ethics, applied ethics, aesthetics.
Dissertations:
Many.  Topics include applied ethics topics, aesthetic experience, consequentialism, integrity, Kant, moral rationalism, particularism, reasons, relativism, rights, truth. 
MA Programme Designed
MA in Medical Humanities.  Devised 2011-2012, launched in September 2012 incorporating modules from History, English, Law, Comparative Literature and Philosophy.

MA/MSc/MLitt External Examining

University of Glasgow (September 2012 – present)

MLitts and MScs:
various

University of Birmingham (September 2008 – August 2011)

Three MAs: 

Philosophy; Philosophy of Mind and Psychology; and Ethics. 
University of Keele (January 2004-April 2007): 

Two MAs: 
Ethics of Cancer & Palliative Care; Healthcare Ethics, Research & Biotech.  
Bristol MA Seminars



Seminars:

Various: e.g. equality, philosophical writing and research, selected texts.
Research Students

PhD (Kent to 2023): 
Topics: ‘Particularism and Reasons’; ‘Agreement and Disagreement’; ‘Role Ethics’; ‘Finance, Time and Discounting’; and as second supervisor, ‘Democracy and the Individual’; 
PhD Previous:
Topics: ‘Ethical Transhumanism’; ‘A Duty-Based Approach to Human Rights’; ‘Thick Concepts and the Law’; ‘Thick Concepts and Nonnaturalism’; ‘Ignorance, Responsibility and Blame’; ‘Error Theory, Biology and Care Ethics’; ‘Virtue Ethics and Character’; ‘Moral Particularism’; ‘Speculative Fiction and Ethics’; ‘Work and Automation’.  

Students, next posts:
- 2 students went on to teaching and research posts at Kent.

- 1 student went on to a 1 year teaching post, Centre for Ethics in Medicine, Bristol; then a 1 year post-doc., UCL Cancer Unit; then research assistant, Hull; then post-doc., Southampton. 
- 1 student secured a Univ. librarian post in London.

- 1 student is currently a senior lecturer in business and HR, Exeter.  

- 1 student became a Cambridge sixth-form philosophy and politics tutor.
In addition: 
I have supervised 1 MPhil and 2 MA (Res).  1 student went to Reading for PhD, then Sheffield post-doc., SL at Kent, now Research Prof, Stockholm.  
Research Students, External Examining

PhD: 
Nottingham (2024), Edinburgh (2024), Birkbeck (2021) and (2023), UCL/Heythrop (2019), Flinders (2019), Birmingham (2018), Southampton (2017), Keele (2013), Reading (2011), ANU (2006)
MPhil: 


Birmingham (2003), (2007), Oxford Brookes (2021)

Learned Societies
· The British Philosophical Association 
Director, May 2022 - present.
Executive Committee: July 2014 - present

Ordinary member: since 2006.

Duties: 
The BPA is the professional association for UK philosophers.  We work to see philosophy flourish in the UK and are the main representative association working with schools and exam boards, government bodies, universities, The British Academy, the AHRC and others.  We are the centre of the network of other UK philosophy learned societies, university departments of philosophy, schools, and all professional philosophers.    

The Director is one of the central officers in both the BPA and UK philosophy.  One of my first tasks has been to help establish the Association of Philosophy Teachers for schools.  I led an AQA working group to refresh their Philosophy A Level and have worked with OCR on their Religious Studies A Level.  I have also assisted in a proposal to establish an academic centre in Ukraine to support academics and students.  I have also assisted some UK departments facing closure.  

During 2024-5 I co-led the development and launch of a positive, national campaign - #PhilosophyMatters - to further interest in UK philosophy to multiple audiences.   

· The Royal Institute of Philosophy
Council member: December 2022-present
· The Institute of Philosophy, School of Advanced Studies, University of London
Advisory Council member: Autumn 2022-present
· The British Society for Ethical Theory
President: July 2008-July 2014 (two terms)
Treasurer: July 2001-July 2008 (two terms)
Duties: 
leading moral philosophy in the UK (and beyond).  Helping to organize the annual conference and conduct refereeing of papers (acceptance rate: 10%). Advising AHRC, consulting about the REF, etc.  Coordinating with BPA about departments under threat.      

· The Aristotelian Society
Member of Executive committee: October 2009 – July 2012
Ordinary member: since 2000. 
· The British Philosophical Association / Society for Women in Philosophy Working Group
November 2014 – present
The Group crosses these two societies to further the position of female colleagues and female students in our profession.
Wider Professional Service

· Evaluator for Canada Council for the Arts (equivalent of The British Academy): Killam Prize in Humanities: 2017 
· Tenure and Promotion Reviews:
various in UK and US, at all levels, 10 reviews in the past four years.

· External Panel Member – Assoc. Prof. / Lectureship – Trinity College Dublin, January 2019
· Society for Women in Philosophy: Mentor for ECRs since January 2013.

· AQA Philosophy A-Level Exam Board: January 2012-2015
Duties: help set curriculum; review all exam papers and marking advice; offer advice on relationship between A-Levels and Universities.  
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